
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/371681241_Russian_Belgrade_In-between_Alive_and_Dead_Urban_Exile_Theories_Methods_Research_Practices_Editors_Burcu_Dogramaci_Ekaterina_Aygun_Mareike_Hetschold_Laura_Karp_Lugo_Rachel_Lee_and_Helene_Roth?enrichId=rgreq-93762909a092480b2b19030542522760-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM3MTY4MTI0MTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE2ODcwMDY2NkAxNjg3MTA4MTgzMDQz&el=1_x_2&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/371681241_Russian_Belgrade_In-between_Alive_and_Dead_Urban_Exile_Theories_Methods_Research_Practices_Editors_Burcu_Dogramaci_Ekaterina_Aygun_Mareike_Hetschold_Laura_Karp_Lugo_Rachel_Lee_and_Helene_Roth?enrichId=rgreq-93762909a092480b2b19030542522760-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM3MTY4MTI0MTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE2ODcwMDY2NkAxNjg3MTA4MTgzMDQz&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/?enrichId=rgreq-93762909a092480b2b19030542522760-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM3MTY4MTI0MTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE2ODcwMDY2NkAxNjg3MTA4MTgzMDQz&el=1_x_1&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Marina-Sorokina-3?enrichId=rgreq-93762909a092480b2b19030542522760-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM3MTY4MTI0MTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE2ODcwMDY2NkAxNjg3MTA4MTgzMDQz&el=1_x_4&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Marina-Sorokina-3?enrichId=rgreq-93762909a092480b2b19030542522760-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM3MTY4MTI0MTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE2ODcwMDY2NkAxNjg3MTA4MTgzMDQz&el=1_x_5&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Marina-Sorokina-3?enrichId=rgreq-93762909a092480b2b19030542522760-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM3MTY4MTI0MTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE2ODcwMDY2NkAxNjg3MTA4MTgzMDQz&el=1_x_7&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Marina-Sorokina-3?enrichId=rgreq-93762909a092480b2b19030542522760-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM3MTY4MTI0MTtBUzoxMTQzMTI4MTE2ODcwMDY2NkAxNjg3MTA4MTgzMDQz&el=1_x_10&_esc=publicationCoverPdf






URBAN EXILE

226

attention since it deals with the history of Russian migrants� grave complexes � 
cemeteries, plots, ossuaries, tombs, monuments, memorials and tombstones � 
located in former Yugoslavia in the context of both state and ØmigrØ policies and 
practices (�ivanovi� 2020). However, even in this monograph, the question of 
how the professional/occupational skills of Russian migrants (especially architects) 
are re�ected in memorial practices in the Serbian urban space is not considered.

That is why my chapter focuses on the New Cemetery (Novo Groble) in 
Belgrade � a place where collective historical memories and artistic practices of 
Russian migrants met with the challenges posed by a new environment and its 
urban agendas in the former Kingdom of Yugoslavia.

This research was conducted with the help of two interrelated methods. The 
�rst one, the archival method, deals with the history of the Russian ØmigrØ commu-
nity and was implemented in Russian and Serbian archives � the Archives of 
Yugoslavia, the Historical Archive of the City of Belgrade and the State Archive of 
the Russian Federation, among others. This helped me locate the lives and work 
experiences of Russian exiles in both Russia and Yugoslavia. The second method 
consists of conducting relevant �eldwork: photographing the monuments, clean-
ing and reading the epitaphs, and attributing the tombs to Russian ØmigrØs. I 
conducted this �eldwork during my research trips to the Belgrade New Cemetery 
over a period of seven years.3 In this paper, I show how such an important local 
historic landmark as the cemetery can act as an entry point for the exploration of 
a signi�cant but not well-researched topic, the interactive relationship between 
Russian ØmigrØs and their host city Belgrade.

The role of Russian-speaking ØmigrØs in  
Belgrade�s urban transformations

The period after the First World War and the collapse of the great Austro-Hungar-
ian, German, Ottoman and Russian Empires was followed by a stream of migrants 
and refugees on the one hand, and by the creation of a new geopolitical and soci-
ocultural European space including new-born Slavic states (such as the Czecho-
slovak Republic, the Kingdom of Serbs, and Croats and Slovenes) on the other.

In the decade that followed the 1917 Russian Revolution, about a million 
Russian4 refugees had settled in more than 60 countries in Europe, North and 
South America, China and Africa. They hoped to return to a �Russia without 
Bolsheviks�5 and founded �Russia Abroad�6 as an alternative to the Bolshevik 
world, with its own centres and capitals (Paris, Berlin, Prague) and a large number 
of artistic and intellectual institutions. �Russia Abroad� was supposed to bolster 
the national and cultural identities of Russian migrants in exile. At the same time, 
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Russians actively participated and sometimes played a crucial role in the everyday 
life and urbanization of many European cities, especially in the so-called �prov-
inces of exile�.

The Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes (KSCS), called the Kingdom of 
Yugoslavia from 1929, takes a special place in the history of the Russian diaspora 
in the interwar period of the 20th century. It was one of the main centres of the 
diaspora and consisted of more than forty thousand Russian migrants who had 
arrived after the Russian Revolution and the civil war (1917�1922).

As a new-born state, KSCS was undergoing a complex postimperial transforma-
tion itself, and struggled to construct a new national identity across a spectrum of 
international and domestic agendas. One of the consequences of this struggle was 
a certain loyalty to Russian refugees. Because the Royal Government was willing 
to assist Russian exiles, the entry and integration of the �alien� (migrant) Russians 
into all spheres of interwar Yugoslavian life was relatively easy and e�ortless, in 
contrast to much harsher conditions in other countries.

Their high educational level helped many Russian refugees to integrate into 
their new environments quickly and successfully. Because they had a lot in common 
with the local people � similar language, religion and political regime7 � many 
Russian intellectuals and professionals decided to stay in the Kingdom and to 
contribute to the development of the Yugoslav state and society: o�ering exper-
tise that ranged from shipbuilding and science in general to architecture, ballet 
and opera (��������
 2006).

The new Balkan state � the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes � was founded 
on the unifying ideas of King Alexander I Karageorgevich (1888�1934) and had to 
demonstrate its new position in Europe. One of the most pressing problems for the 
KSCS was the urban identity of its political, economic, and cultural centre � the capi-
tal Belgrade. In contrast, for example, to Prague, whose urban face had preserved its 
historical past as a symbol of national and cultural continuity, Belgrade, which had 
been founded in Roman times, remained a patriarchate city in an agrarian country. 
It lacked the representative facilities necessary for state administration and the Court, 
and su�ered from the absence of educated experts when it came to urban planning, 
architecture and construction. This opened up a signi�cant space of possibility for 
Russian refugees equipped with appropriate quali�cations and experience. To meet 
the new challenges of urban reconstruction, King Alexander8 invited many Russian 
refugee architects and engineers � and they applied a Russian-imperial style to the 
postimperial urban space of Belgrade�s city centre. Having received foundational 
education in the best academies and throughout their extensive professional careers, 
Russians now managed to occupy a relevant place in the most important state and 
municipal institutions within a short time; they often worked in private architectural 
companies, and ultimately reached a high position in the KSCS.
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Like many others, the architect Nikolai Krasnov (1864�1939) did not accept 
the Soviet government and was forced to leave Russia in 1919. Krasnov served as 
the Chief Architect of the city of Yalta and headed the reconstruction of the Impe-
rial Livadia Palace in the Crimea. Invited to Yugoslavia by King Alexander, he came 
to occupy a position as the head of the department in the Ministry of Construct-
ing. By planning numerous monumental buildings and shaping Belgrade�s urban 
architecture, he managed to embody the idea of strengthening the statehood of the 
young Yugoslavia. The renovations of the Royal residences in the Dedinje neigh-
bourhood continued the architectural traditions of Crimean Imperial buildings, 
while also taking into account the peculiarities of local culture. To translate the 
idea of a �unifying monarchy�, a Russian migrant architect who dreamed of his 
homeland�s imperial revival, developed a variety of attributes for Belgrade�s urban 
architecture, ranging from customized designs and decorations to monuments and 
designs for state funerals (	����
 2017) (�g. 15.1).

The Russian migrants � architects, artists and engineers � cooperated with local 
professional communities and, in close collaboration, created a new Belgrade city 
space. They made a valuable contribution to di�erent urban areas by designing 

FIGURE 15.1: Architect Nikolai Krasnov (second on the left) with Serbian colleagues during 
the constructing of the Narodnaia Skupshina building (Parliament), Belgrade, 1936 (������
 
	�����
 � ������
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��������� ��. 	. �����������, ������, 2014).

This content downloaded from 
�����������176.33.68.232 on Mon, 15 May 2023 19:09:05 +00:00������������ 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



RUSSIAN BELGRADE

229

and constructing government buildings, educational, commercial and industrial 
structures, hospitals, the Orthodox churches and monasteries, or military and civil 
memorials. They transferred the Russian imperial style to Belgrade�s architecture 
and thus in�uenced the national Serbian-Byzantine style, too.

Russians proposed monumental solutions with richly decorated facades and 
de�ned the most important aspects of Belgrade�s urban architectural identity: 
the Belgrade fortress, the pier of the Sava River, the promenade with the Great 
Staircase on Kalemegdan, the area around the Parliament, the main streets. They 
designed almost all of the most important state buildings of the capital: the Minis-
try of Finance, the Ministry of Forestry, Mining, Agriculture and Water Resources, 
the General Sta� of the Army and the Navy, the State Archives, the Post and Tele-
graph building, as well as the Royal Palace in Dedinje and numerous other public 
buildings. These architects were Russian refugees who completely changed the 
o�cial face of the capital and shaped the KSCS�s modern �Yugoslav Unitarianism� 
look (�������� 2017) (�g. 15.2).

Various Russian architects worked in Belgrade in very di�erent directions and 
�elds. George Kovalevsky (1888�1957) suggested a general urban plan for the city 
and designed the squares of Slavia and the Republic; Valery Stashevsky (1882�
1945) developed residential buildings and designed the district Vozhdovats which 

FIGURE 15.2: Nikolai Krasnov, The Building of the Ministry for Forests and Mines, Belgrade, 
1930s, Postcard.
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